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Performing in Private: The Life of Benjamin Franklin


Benjamin Franklin’s Autobiography tells the classic American, rags-to-riches story. Using his own life as an example, he suggests a model of conduct for any young tradesman. The memoir begins with an address to his son, William Franklin. “Dear Son,” Franklin writes, “I have ever had pleasure in obtaining any little anecdotes of my ancestors” (1). The
 account that follows, it seems, would be a narrative primarily for family. The style is an informal, almost haphazard manner: “But one does not dress for private company as for a public ball,” he explains (9). Yet his rise from obscurity appears to be an example for others to follow.


Internal evidence, indeed, shows that Franklin’s first readers took the Autobiography as a public document
. At the beginning of Part Two, Franklin inserts a letter from Benjamin Vaughan. Vaughan begs for an audience broader than the author’s son, writing
:


But your biography will not merely teach self-education, but the education of a wise man; and the wisest man will receive lights and improve his progress, by seeing detailed the conduct of another wise man. And why are weaker men to be deprived of such helps, when we see our race has been blundering in the dark, almost without a guide in this particular, from the farthest trace of time? Show then, sir, how much is to be done, both to sons and fathers; and invite all wise men to become like yourself …. (57)

At this key point of the narrative, the intended reader becomes more than just Franklin’s “Dear Son.” Vaughan speaks of a more general type, a “wise man,” and regards the life as a universal model. The audience expands to an entire “race” that had “been blundering in the dark.”


The bulk of Part Two, which includes Franklin’s experiment in moral perfection, takes Vaughan’s call to heart
.
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�A real title, followed by name and email. Happy papers also have page numbers and are stapled. 


�Quotes woven into the fabric of the essay. 


�Thesis up front.


�Transition: one paragraph leads to the next


�Working closely with the text. First contextualize and introduce quote. Then explain what you want the reader to get from the quote. Note: This block quote is long for a short essay.


�Transition to the next point, where one presumably would discuss the experiment in obtaining self-perfection.


�Egads ... just look it up. http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/





